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himself ingloriously in the ranks of the criminal system of
National Socialism, which he has not only helped to victory,
but in whose name he also continues to practise his abomin-
able activities.
* Erbsalzer von Werl und Neuwerk 9
The song of parental ambition, crooned to the baby
Franz in his cradle, could not have hinted that he would
grow up to spend his days in the service of usurpers and
brutal men. Heredity and environment conspired to ensure
that his career should unfold itself in a setting of aristocratic
habits, culture and religious influences.
The von Papen family stretches back over more than a
thousand years into the Middle Ages. Charles the Great
conferred upon a distant ancestor of von Papen rights, titles
and possessions in Westphalia. It is an extraordinarily rich
and fertile area which yields lucrative revenues both above
and below the ground. On the surface stretch waving
cornfields, lush meadows, ruddy heathlands, oak forests
with gigantic old trees, gardens and thick hedges. Below
ground are great salt and potassium deposits, the salt-works
which have bestowed upon the von Papen family the name
Erbsalzer (hereditary owners of salt-works). Behind Dort-
mund, in the wealthiest industrial area in Germany, is the
Hellweg, the old Ruhr road, running away eastwards to
Westphalia. Some three hours distant to the south-east
is the little old town of Werl, which is noted for its beautiful
old abbey. There for centuries the Papens have had their
seat, and there too is the centre of the great salt deposits
which are in the family's possession. The Papens' official
tide is * Erbsalzer von Werl und Neuwerk'.
Franz von Papen is indeed a German junker, although
from many of his outward accompaniments one cannot
consider him typical. He does not come from East Prussia,
however, but from the west of Germany. He was born in
Werl on the sgth October 1879. His father, like his fore-
fathers, was not only an estate-* and mine-owner, but also a
serving officer in the cavalry. The management of their